. 


ä 


F; FE 8 CGE N 
3 1 N. 3 ST. „ 2 3 1 8 
8 . = + „ {ky WR B47 W 
Is P * 7 5 


a  THANKESGIVI 


> . . * - . = * 


| Norznten 16th, 1797. 


A. * | : 


B NATHAN STRONG, 4 
| + * | Miniſterof the North Preſbyterian Church — 


POTS 
Fit > hater” 


* 


RE, by HARTFORD: © 
| PRINTED BY ' 
- HUDSON-& GOODWIN. 


* 
* 
— £* 
* * 
x . 
„ 
P i? 
x - ' 
L 8 
1 N 
* 
4 x 
* 
. 
7 
— 
* 5 
8 
5 
s 
4 * - 
„ ' 
FS 
- 
- 4 
* 
& * 
PA 
* -% 
Na - 
' 1 1 
* 
rl 
S ” 
. 


Sy 
* 
* 1 
, 
. 4 
= » 
e i 
4 . 
% * 
F 
* 
8 
. 
* 
* * 
n = 
4 7 
* 
. 
. 
* 
10 * 
. 
. 
þ * 
3 
- 
| 
+ 
0 * 
* 
A 
- 
* 
[4 
x 
* 
: 
* — — - * a... 


—— — 


—— — 


4 7 
+4 
1 : 
* 5 
0 4 N 
& 
4 
K * 
I „ E 3 
* 
* 
1 
f * - 
. 4 4 
- 
4 — * * 
* > ob 
+.” Ic 
1 
* 
25 
# by IF as 
* 
, - * 
> 
| : 
! «+ ; 
" * 
0 J 
5 
C * 
45 
pA r 


FCC — 


* 
IN ” 4a -- oi d 
2 
n 


© THANKSGIVING SERMON.. 


- - 1 — 
* 


, A 5 


— ' PSALM cvii. 8. | 
02 het men would praiſe the Lord aalen mY 
and for his und WT, to the chi of 
men! 
x of 
coodnef? of God is an exhauſtleſs fub- 


5 | jet. Tho' we often call it up in tn. 
| tion, we never can reach the heighth, nor the 1 


Gt © 


f N. 


depth, nor the breadth of its extenſion. The 
praiſes of God's | goodneſs will be commenſurate 
with eternity; and as creatures can never com- 
prehend that which is infinite, will never ful⸗-⸗ 
ly know the ſubject of their „ nor ſpeak of 
Al bis ben k exits in his moſt blfed nature. | 
CREATION, providence and a revelation of re- 
deeming grace, are the means by which we know / 
: dur glorious creator; and each of theſe are 
Uke a new bock, which we have only begun to 
peruſe, and every new turned leaf diſplays à glory 
brighter than the laſt. As the feals are looſed, 
God character comes more into the lg af his 2 
-creatures, and the growing illuſtration of his n 7 
ture and glory, is but the illuſtration of his good- i 


_ neſs. How vaſt che diſplay of divine goodneſs m 1 

creation We know but little part of it, as it is | 
- exhibited in our-own world; rao, .--, cx '_ 
we ſuppoſe this whole world to be, compared with J 


= THANKSGIVING SERMON. | 
P the whole extent of created exiſtence. We know 
that God hath made his creatures with natures, 
with bodies and minds capable of pain and diſ- 
treſs, and that they often experience them; {till 
this is no evidence of any want of goodneſs in 
God, for the pain is a conſequence of their own 
voluntary ſin, and God by his infinite wiſdom 
makes it the means of greater' good, than could 
have been without'it. It is the prerogative and : 
the glory of the God whom we adore, that he can 1 
bring good out of evil, * 77 out of darkneſs, and 7 
a kingdom of the greateſt glory and bleſſedneſs, 
compoſed of 3 who were totally depraved. 
How wonderful beyond all thought and de- 
ſeription is the gs of God in his providence, 
in the government of the things he hath made 
how many bleſſings are given —mercies of every | 
-Þ _ _ -kind—for the body and for the ſoul—for time 
| and for eternity —perſonal, family, and national 
FOE bleflings—civil and religious bleflings. How 
| many evils do we daily eſcape, into which we 
muſt neceſſarily fall, if God were not a good pre- 
ſerver in his providence. Thoꝰ there be a certain 
and fixed manner of divine acting, in and by the 
things he hath created, which we call the eſtab 
liſhed laws of nature; there i is, notwithſtanding 
this, infinite room left for the direction of a ood 
providence. In the firſt place, it is the co 
preſerving power of God, which upholds and | 
gives energy to the laws of nature; ; and in the 
next place, there is a guiding of things, ſilent and 
unperceived by us, which is neceſſary to preſerve, 
and the mercies of God in his providence, given 
in theſe ways, are ſo many they cannot be cou 
up by us. A conſiderate mind muſt be ſenſible 
of this, and feel a deep obligation to praiſe the 
Lord for his wonderful works of e ere e 
\ . of Nr ener 2 
f Y 6.24 eu 
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chain f A this oodns — which ate 8 * 
ners are ſaved from their ſins, and brought to 


glory. The great work of redemption, and the 
manner in which it is effected, are deſigned by 
God as the moſt rich diſplay of his goodneſs, to 
which the works of creation and providence are 
all made ſubſervient. The wonderful extent of 


this goodneſs, * be W from 1 con- 
ſiderations. 


From the evil nature af ſin, 14 its — : 
able guilt—from the diſhonor done to God 
from the goodneſs and holineſs of the law, which 


men have violated—from the aſtoniſhing means 
uſed to effect it, no leſs than the incarnation, o- 
bedience and ſufferings of the ſon of God—from 
the multitude of - fins which are forgiven to 


thoſe who repent—from God's long forbearance 


with them, while " againſt the warnin s of 
juſtice and the calls of love—and finally, from 


that weight of glory, reſerved for ſuch as fear 
God and. believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


TuxIs glory is called in the ſeriptures, a weight 
of glory. There is great energy in the expreſ- 
ſion, and it communicates to us an idea, that it 
exceeds all preſent deſcription. And can it be 


juſtly called any thing leſs than a weight of glo- 


ry, when we conſider that it is to enjoy a bleſſed- 
neſs, that eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- 


ther hath entered into the imagination of man to 


- conceive—that it is to com near to God him- 
ſelf, and enjoy him eternally. _ 


ITEꝝ principal value of the bleſſings of this life, 


is derived from the relation they bear to the goſ- 
pel redemption. They are parts in that great 
work of grace to the repenting children of men, 


which the goodneſs of God will be forever 


diſplayed. The glory of God in redemption will 


| 


6 AES ern 


aw . 
— — 


crown his glory, i in all the works of Creation and 
providence.” | 

I am not difpoſed to detra@ from the bleſings 
of providence as they relate to this world only, 


nor from the goodneſs of God in giving them. 


The man who does it cannot be prepared truly 
to rejoice, and praiſe eternal goodneſs.” There 
is little reaſon to ſup poſe, that the man who can- 
not ſee goodneſs in the ſtreams, will behold it in 
the fountain ; ſtill it remains a truth, that the 


principal value of preſent bleſſings ariſes from an 
eternal exerciſe of goodneſs in God. * minds 
are never fitly prepared to keep a day of praiſe, 


15 


A 


until we are ſo far freed from the power of ſenſe, 
and animal luſts and appetites, that we can look 


forward and ſee the connection between preſent 


and future things. It is in the light of eternity, 
that time and the world and our preſent exiſtence 
How their true value. Therefore in our preſent 
review of God's goodneſs to the children of men 
in this world by the multitude of mercies we are 
receiving, let us bear on our hearts, the relation 
theſe mercies have to an endleſs, an eternal life. 
Fir, Life itſelf— this rational exiſtence—this. 
intelligent capacity of knowing, and of receiving 
Happineſs. There is a bleſſedneſs in exiſting, un- 
Heſs deſtroyed by our own choſen fin and its con- 
ſequences. The animal and ſenſual pleaſures, f 
which our preſent natures are capable, is the lo- 
eſt degree of happineſs, and thoſe who thro a 
corruption of heart can taſte no other, do not 8 
know the great bleſſing of exiſtence. There 
natural pleaſure in knowing; and what is till inf. 
nitely greater, there is a moral happineſs in loving 
the excellent truths and objects that are known. 
Ir is of the Lord's Krone that we were not 
Rocks and ſtones, or left never to exiſt, never to 
fee, to adore, to love; neverto behold the works of 
God. and follow them up to the glorious fountain. 


rRaNKSOIIG. 4 


FROM the: continnation. of 6ur bang » we ate 
apt to feet, as tho? it were independently” our 
own ; but this is wholly an erroneous feeling, for 
there is a conſtant power of God in upholding . 
this animal and intelligent life. And how great 
2 bleſſing is this exiſtence, when we confider it 
as the beginning of eternal conſciouſneſs—eternal 
knowledge—eternal love, and growing beatitude 
ia the preſence of our maker. What a gloom 
would it caft over the good man's exiftence, if 
he were ſoon to fleep and wake no more; but 
_ he conſiders a reſurre&ion ; when he feels 
4 $6 eateſt longings of heart to come near to „ 
to know him more and ſerve him better; 
oh wich he confiders his preſent life as introductory 
to a future, and his preſent knowledge and ex- 
ience as a foundation on which the ſuperſtruc- 
tare of everlaſting felicity will be built, how doth 
it enlarge his foals of God's goodneſs to the 
children of men. And the in this world there 
be many perſonal pains of body and mind, afflic- 
tions, forrows 'and trials, his faith riſes above 
them on the wings of faith and love he afcerids - 
over the curtain that hangs between this and the 
world to come, and bleſſes God for an intelligent, 
holy and etcrita}. being; he can even bleſs Cod = 3 
chat there are trials on this fide the grave, which 5 
— hand of the holy ſpirit 8 made the means 
| of prepari creatures for a pure heaven, 
T i where all je pn aber, ſhall be like God, and 
ſerve him in the beauties of perfect holinels. 
In this connection with another world, all preſent 
bleſſings become a very real ground of praiſe, | 
and we ſhall feel this truth, if our hearts are pre- - 
pared” to receive and 1 them in a right 
manner. 1 may there! — 
© Secondly, Mention as cauſe of praiſe, that God 
hath preſerved us another year, and given us the 
common — of his * 
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bountiful meaſure. © We have had, not only ſuch - 
a ſhare of happineſs as time and the world are in 
their nature calculated to give; but we have had 
another year as an opportunity to ſeek the per- 


fe& redemption of the world to come. It is a 


ſerious inquiry, what our preſent ſtate would have 
been, if God had called our bodies to the grave 


and our ſouls before his tribunal, within the year 


to which our preſent anniverſary hath reſpect. 


Let us therefore keep in view, that the chief value 


of life, and all temporal mercies is derived from 
their relation to futurity. The health, which hatn 
prevailed to an uncommon degree, in this place 
and through all the northern ſtates, hath given 
us opportunity to devote the whole vigor of un- 
derſtanding to ſerve God and ſeek his favor. A 
plentiful ſupply of common bounties hath taught 
us that God is good and worthy.to be ſought. 
The continuance of life hath been a lengthened: 
time of probation, and if we have not repented, 
there is ſtill room and opportunity to turn to God. 
The bleſſings received by ourſelves, our families, 
our neighbours, and our country, lead to repent- 
ance. They afford a rational motive to adore 
and love God, and ſhow the fountain of good 
there is in him, all of which may be enjoyed by 
us if we are obedient. This is the right way of 
eſtimating temporal bleſſings, for if we value them 
only as they relate to time, the joy will be ſhort z 
for the time of this worfd will 00 end, and be- 
fore the time of this world ends, we muſt go from 
it and be known here no more, - 1 
In this place, it is fit we ſhould pauſe a mo- 
ment from purſuing the general ſubject, and ſe- 
riouſſy aſk our own conſciences, whether we 


have moſt cauſe to rejoice in God's bleſſings, or 


mourn over ourſelves for our on improper uſe 
of them? If we have lived only for this world—— 
If we have rejoiced in life, only as a time of tem- 


4 


1 
2 5 


health and the bounties of providence, have by 


our mifimprovement miniſtered only to a fo: 


getful diſobedience of Jehovah, we have great 


cul for re EET z and while we acknowledge the 
God in giving, have reaſon enough 


1 mourn over our own miſuſe and ingratitude. 
_ Thirdly, I may this day call upon you to praiſe 
God for the bleſſing of a well regulated "Civil 


Government, and the multitude of benefits which 


flow from this ſource.— A government, built on 


an excellent civil conſtitution, which guards you 
on the one hand a the tyranny of rulers g 


and on the other the more awful 

of the multitude of the people themſelves un- 
der no 3 military deſpots of NN 
cipled men, raiſed to power by 2 
the confuſion of the times, who with equal indif- 


ference ſpill human blood, violate all rights of 
humanity and juſtice, and trample on civil cons 
ſtitutions, which are made ſacred before God and | 


men, by the vows of millions. It is very diffi- 


cult juſtly to appreciate the bleſſings of a good: 
civil government. Nothing but the want — it, 


or very clearly ſeeing the miſery of thoſe who 


are deprived of it, can ſufficiently raiſe the ener- 
N realize how great the 
| ; dep Ns oh it we can neither act, nor 
peak, or ſleep in ſafety; or enjoy a bleſſi 

given by a bountiful | providence. eat} ro — 
Which are deprived of it, are conſtantly ale 
with events, which make the eye, — and all 


the ſocial feelings, inlets of miſery. All is mu- 
tual diſtruſt, mutual injury and common _ 


The heart cannot open to friendſhip without go- 
32 the way of death. Thete of — 
ty often becomes a crime of the blackeſt die. 


Aud very frequentiy, „ 
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wh and | ſenfual A we have a anon 
the giver in ſeeking and idolizing the gift—lf 
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ths düctates of confrience, that ſacred right of 
all men, is conſtrued into the worſt ' of crimes. 
Theſe are only a few of the mildeſt features in the 
face of tyranny, and of anarchy the worſt kind of 
tyranny. Let us therefore praiſe God for a good 
civil conſtitution—a government of our own 
choice and adminiſtered? wh men of our own 
choice -a government which freely indulges all 
erſonal, ſocial and religious rights. The con. 
itution of the land is the banner of eivil and re- 
ligious liberty, and thoſe who attempt to Iifure 
itare bringing miſery on millions. 1125 
Ir woild ſeem that if any thing can teach us 
the greatneſs of our privileges and our favored 
ſituation, it muſt be looking acroſs the — 
and obſerving the ſituation of the old States. 1 
am ſehſible that ſome effects of their commotions 
have reached to us, and that peaceful America 
has been injured, and is now ſuffering by the 


moſt unjuſtifiable depredations, and as impolitic 


in the nations who encourage them as they de 
unjuſt; but theéſe are injuries which come on a 


ä re ; compared with the whole body of our com- 


The great body of the community are 
happy, in peace and under a-good government. 
If we may go through the period of peril 'now 
commented, in which the cup of the Lord's ven.” 
geance is put into the hands of the 8 to 
drink, to puniſh them for their ſins and prove 
his own holineſs,” without ſtill greater evils than 
we have yet ſuffered, we all be comparatively 
happy indeed.” „The evils | which dur cars have 
heard are but in their beginning. Iyventure to 
predict ard do it boldly, that the moſt bitter part 
and the dregs of this cup are vet to be poured 


out and fWallowed by mankind. Thoſe'prophe- 
cies which muſt be fulfilled, teach us tis: And 


there is A natural preparation in the ſtate of che- 
8 * 


policy with, reſpe& to one another; in the un- 
prineipled meaſures of many governments, which 
muſt deſtroy all foreign and domeſtic confidence; 
and in the luxurious and avaricious character of 
individuals, to carry the unchanging predictions 
of God's word into moſt dreadful execution. 
Even if peace were eſtabliſhed between the con- 
tending nations, it could only be the peace of a 
few days unleſs God interpoſe by his own ſpirit. 
Oh Lord ſhorten theſe days, that thy creatures 
may bleſs thee ;/ give. them to ſee thy hand, that 
they may turn from their ſins, and turn then: | 
thine anger from them. 

.. From what is now taking place in Enrope,: we 
ought to learn the following things. 
1. TE natural tendency of all ſyſtems 98 ci 
vil and religious oppreſſion. That ſuch ſyſ- 
tems have been erected, almoſt over the whole 
world, men of every party are now ready to a- 
gree, and they ire been carried to a great degree: 
of excels. . Syſtems of civil and religious oppreſ- 
ſion heap up danger, and the moſt extreme ſor- 
row for the countries where they have been in- 
troduced. Meaſures of oppreſſion may be intro- 
duced wantonly by the great; they may be ac- 
cepted-incautiouſly by the people; but they muſt 
be, [parted with by pain and blood, by events. 
which ſhow the madneſs of an inj jured people, 
and cauſe the poſterity of the great to curſe the 
folly of their anceſtors. -- A time muſt come 
through the progreſs of knowled ge, or from 
_ ſome event more accidental to human foreſight 
than this, when the moſt vigorous exertions will 
be made to overturn the foundation of oppreſſion. 
The miſery of ſuch a revolution is often greater 
than all antecedent miſeries. Such a ſcene opens 
a door fon the paſſions and ſins of the enraged 
multitude, who have much fair zeal, but little 
. and no ee. Honeſt and 


—_— 
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4 Tanks ln by 
eful ' men are difpoſed to retire into the 


peac 
| ſhade, and it leads unprincipled men to the helm 


of ftate—and a daring ſpirit of enter prize caleu- 
lated to flouriſh only in forlorn days and by wick- 
ed meaſures comes into the place of true great- 
neſs and true virtue. A conſiderable number of 
ſuch tyrants in the ſtate makes the moſt com- 
plete tyranny. Thoſe who introduce either civil 


or religious oppreſſion into their country, are 


laying a foundation for their poſterity of m 
generations to be wretched... What can ſuch 
perſons think ? They are either extremely igno- 
rant of the natural operation of things, or their 


_ paſſion for fin hath made them willing 3 
the offspring of their own bowels. 


2. THE preſent events of Europe teach us 
that God will fulfil his own word-—that he will 
accompliſh his own prophecies, though men may 
— on: thin cn. remain as they were. For ſev. 

many have been ready to ſay, it is 
1 thoſe dicks ſhould take place, and 
that thoſe evils ſhould come on the great powers 
of the world which are plainly predicted. Infi- 
delity hath built much on this; but let ſuch 
look on the world now. The cluſters of the 
vine of a wicked profeſſing church are ripe. The 
time of the wrath of the Lamb is come. The 
ſeeds of revolution are 2 ſown, they have 
fprung, and are beginning to ripen. The har- 
veſt of woe is commenced, and the bundles bow 
over the fickle, Now it is much more diſſicult 
to ſee when and where it will end, chan it once 
was to know when and where it would begin. 
The Lord who governs the world, knew the 
truth of what he foretold; and unlefs we ſee 
God in theſe things, we do not behold them 


right. Unleſs we fear him in theſe things, there 
is reaſon te apprehend, we ſhall have — — 
Mare in them than hath been already feh- 


don the human | 
men. There muſt be a fear and love of God, 
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the Lord make us wiſe to ſee the ſigns of the 

— ande ſaf .. r ben 
- + Fronthe preſent events of Europe, we 
may ſee the folly. of endeavouring- to ſupport 
good government and a ſyſtem of rational and e- 


val liberty without the aid of religion. Even 


falſe ſchemes of religion among the heathen, 
were abſolutely neceſſary for their civil govern- 
ment. I know that religion hath often been pro- 
faned to promote oppreſſion; but this is no evi. 
dence that a rational religion is not neceflary for 


good government and rational liberty, which is 


the only true liberty, or that which is a bleſſing to 
men. The vileſt tyrants in the world have known 
the connection between national religion and 


national ſtability, and dare not truſt all their 


own means without this aid. For this reaſon, 
they have firſt called in, and then corrupted reli- 
ion to aſſiſt their oppreſſion. The church 


ous rulers who fay to her Gad ſpeed thee 3 but 
the can ſtand without them; becauſe ſhe hath an 
— 8 rules in the midſt of the na- 
tions, and in the midſt of his enemies and has 

ifed his protection. But the ſtate cannot 


ſtand without religion, becauſe religion contains 
thoſe moral obligations, and that holy temper and 
ractice, without which men cannot dwell to- 


ether in peace We may talk as much as 


we pleaſe of reaſon—of its great attainments and 
inſluence in theſe new days os light of civility 


Civilization —and other names Oy 
to human nature, where there is no fear of 

but reaſon and all theſe alone, never yet bor 
paſſions and the ſelfiſn yices of 


5 and ſuch evangelical obedience as the goſpel re- 
_ quires, before there will be a fear of the ſin which 


oppreſſos men- A four of God never can-ſtand 


iſhes the favor of the {tate and thanks thoſe pi- 


5 
a - 


1 


ws 6 9 > 


upon a neden, of infidelity and that Vague, un- 
characterized Deity, whom looſe men call na- 


by which 'the things of Jehovah are impreſſed on 


great extent, was ever wild enough to attempt; 
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ture or upon the mighty- abilities of reafon in 
thoſe who poſſeſs it or a total abolition of God's 
Sabbaths, his ordinances and thoſe inſtitutions, 


the minds of mankind in this ſelfiſh. and l 
g. 1 

Fox the mnftoulticn of ed. God is now 
permitting within the limits of Old Chriſtendom, 
an experiment which no heathen empire of any 


to ſupport a -good and fafe government, on rea- 

ſon without religion.— Ve men of either world, 

whether the old or new, who are attempting this, | 

know that you are building a Babel, and that 

the Lord of all the earth will come down and 

confound your language, and your tongues ſhall 

become piercing. ſwords to one another. And 

what doth this teach us, my chriſtian friends? 

It teacheth us, as we love our peace to fear God 

and keep his commandments. As we value the + 
peace of our poſterity, let us bring them up in 

the fear of the Lord—to regard his laws—tq 

honor his Sabbaths—to- ſeek his protedion— 

and to fear his judgments. 

J. Taz preſent ſtate of Europe teaches: us ta 

reverence our own civil conſtitutions. We 

have equal cauſe to bleſs God for freedom; and 

for an efficient government, which can puniſh 

crimes juſtly, diſtinguiſh between the innocent 

and the guilty, and protect the citizen in his juſt 

rights. It is the way of men to move from one 
extreme to another; and in their paſſion againſt 
a few great uſu to open the door for a 
million of leſſer ones. The power of a ſingle 
deſpot, and the licentiouſneſs of ; anarchy are at 
an equal remove from true freedom, peace and 
ous: Other countries may need a nn. | 
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but is this any evidence that one is needed in the 
-United States? —Shall we burn our on houſe, 
| becauſe burning i is the faſhion a thouſand leagues 
from us ?—Becauſe other nations are 'tearinj 
down the fabrick of oppreſſion, in which the 
and their fathers have been long afflicted; ſhall 
we ſpeil our own temple of freedom, which was 
bought by the blood of our brethren, and has 
been reared! by: the wiſdom of i deliberation” and 
experience ?——Diſorganizers, in a land of con: 
ſtituted freedom muſt be unwiſe men; for they 
ſeek trouble without a poſſibiliry of final advan. 
tage to themſelves, to the preſent 'community; ot 
to poſterity. I believe that» ſome of this charae i 
ter feel honeſt to themſelves ; but the more e. 
dence we have of their integrity, che leſs tRere is 
of their knowledge; ; and it appears that they do 
not diftinguiſh between the anner ſituations 
and bleſhine s of nations. 0 * 11 57] 2147 Sift 
Tux patty ſpirit which bah, mel ſome degree: 
obtained in our country is a ſtain to our —— 
One ſays, T am à friend of this contendii 
Bon, and another of that. I think this is F 2 
ing good politicians, and am certain it is fiot bes 
ing good chriſtians. The chriſtian politician'will 
pity the calamities of all nations he will ſeek to 
de good and be juſt to all -he will pray for all; 
and not make himſelf the ' inſtrument” dfatha=s | 
Therefore, if we mean to be a free, happy and 
people, let us reverence our own- governs 
ment which is the ordinance of God, an ſuffer 
no party ſpirit towards diſtant peoplwmee. 17 
- Fourthly,” T thall conclude this diſcourſe;' with 
mentioning to you the | higheſt gr —_— ry — 
ing in the goodneſs of Goh go ; h 
gives peace, forgiveneſs, eternal bk Pal ret 
in the kingdom of God. Though there be ma- 
ny mercies; there are alſo many miſeries in this 
world, ariſing from the ſins of men. Who d 
rationally 1 to live here always . 
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pectations of perfect happineſs from the world 
muſt wear out, as we become perfectly acquaint- 


ed with it; and we ourſelves muſt wear out, and 
ſoon be gone, if theſe expectations do not. 
Were it not for a goſpel. of peace and forgive- 
neſs, how could we with any confidence, think 
of appearing in that world to which we muſt 
ſoon came.—The more we ſee.of the miſeries 
flowing from fin in this world; the more we 


muſt be convinced, there will be. miſery in every 


ſtate where it exiſts; and the more we muſt re- 


joice in a goſpel, which prepares men to be hap- 


py by making them holy—which ſanctifies hu» 
man xeaſon which deſtroys ſelfiſhneſs, and gives 
a benevolent love, If we had not this goſpel; 
though we might vainly hope the beſt; we could 
not aſſure ourſelves of being fargiven—of the 
protection of God in the valley of death—of big 
{miles when ſtanding before his tribunal—of the 
perfect cleanſing of our own hearts—of a ſociety 
above, where true love and order hall reign 
nor of a freedom from the calamities, with which 
ſin hathe filled this world. Therefore in all your 
rejoicing, rejoice greatly for the goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt —In your thanks before the throne of 


God, thank Him moſt fervently, moſt  devoutly, 


moſt humbly for this. Thank han that you 
need not live always in a world, where ſo much 
miſery comes from human tranſgreſlion ;—here' 
reaſon is ſo little ſanctified, and the want of a 
perfeft, holy love, makes as many parties as 
there are actors in the ſcene.— Thank him that 


our ſins may be waſhed away by the blood of Je- 


ſas, and that there is a ſpirit to enlighten and 


n icht to irra- 
from the inviſible world, Whiſpering into thei 
hearts: of his repenting clüldren, come and be ye 
voice. HAGEN» 24 JY DO o di” . 01% 


